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4ÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȬÓÈÏÕÇÁÔÓÕȭȟ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÉÇÇÅÓÔ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÎ *ÁÐÁÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ȬÓÈÏÕÇÁÔÓÕȭ 
meaning the first moon of the New Year. During this 
ÔÉÍÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȭ4ÏÓÈÉÇÁÍÉ-ÓÁÍÁȭ ɉÁ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ 
god) comes down from the sky to look after families 
and bring happiness in the New Year. For Japanese 
people, this is the first chance for them to ask for 
happiness and blessings for the coming year. 
Toshigami-sama is said to come at the start of each 
New Year, and promise the family a rich harvest and 
good health for the year ahead. 
 
Once December arrives in Japan, the whole family make 
preparations for welcoming the gods, by tidying their 
ÈÏÕÓÅÓȟ ÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ȬÓÈÉÍÅËÁÚÁÒÉȭ ɉ.Å× 9ÅÁÒÓȭ ÐÉÎÅ 
ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓɊ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÌÌ×ÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ȬËÁÇÁÍÉ-
ÍÏÃÈÉȭȟ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ÒÉÃÅ ÃÁËÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÉÔÔÅÒ ÏÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÎ ÔÏÐȟ ÉÎ 
the home as an offering. In addition to this, families 
ÁÌÓÏ ÍÁËÅ ȬÏÓÅÃÈÉȭ ɀ traditional New Years food ɀ and 
ÓÅÎÄ .Å× 9ÅÁÒÓ ÃÁÒÄÓ ȬÎÅÎÇÁÊÏÕȭ ÔÏ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ 
 
On December 31stȟ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȭ/ÍÉÓÏËÁȭȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÅÁÔ 
Ȭ4ÏÓÈÉËÏÓÈÉ ÓÏÂÁȭ ɉ"ÕÃË×ÈÅÁÔ ÎÏÏÄÌÅÓɊȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ Á 
tradition that has existed since the Edo period of 1603-
1868. The eating of soba is symbolic, as the long 
strands of noodle represent a long life, and the ease 
with which soba is cut is meant to denote the cutting of 
links to any trouble in the New Year. 
 
!ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÂÓÏÌÖÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱρπψ 7ÏÒÌÄÌÙ 
$ÅÓÉÒÅÓȱ ÏÆ "ÕÄÄÈÉÓÍȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ringing of the night-watch bell at a local Buddhist 
temple, though in recent times, many young people will 
ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ȬÃÏÕÎÔÄÏ×Îȭ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȢ 
At many Buddhist temples, you can not only hear the 
night-watch bell ringing, but you can also ring the bell 
yourself. In this edition of Himawari, we will introduce 
some Buddhist temples in the Kitakyushu area, so 
please head out and pay them a visit! 
 

Kojusan-
fukuju 
Temple  
6-7 
Juzancho, 
Kokurakita 
ward 
The  night-
watch  bell 
will  start 
ringing  at 
around 
11pm, and 
visitors can 
have a go at ringing the bell after midnight. 
 
Kannonin -kiyomizu Temple  
4-7-14 Kiyomizu,  
Kokurakita ward 
The night-watch bell here starts with a conch shell, and 
visitors are welcome to ring the bell between 23:30 
ÁÎÄ ππȡσπȢ Ȭ3ÈÉÒÕËÏȭ ɉÁ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ÒÅÄ ÂÅÁÎ ÓÏÕÐȠ ÌÅÆÔɊ 
will also be served to visitors. A fire walking event will 
also be taking place here on Sunday February 7th. 
 
 
Koryu Temple  
2-8-18 Ogura, Yahata-higashi ward 
Bell ringing will be taking place here between 23:45 
and just after 00:00. 
 
Kissho Temple  
13-11 Kisshoji-machi, Yahatanishi ward 
Bell ringing will be taking place here between 23:30 
and just after 00:00. 
 
Myosenji Temple  
1-8 Shozumachi, Tobata ward 
After the chief priest has rung the bell, visitors are also 
welcome to have a go, between 23:10 and 00:30.  
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However, if you prefer the idea of a countdown party 
to a temple visit, then please check our recommended 
spot below! 
 
Mojiko Area  
This New Year, the streets of the Mojiko region will be 
adorned with the illuminations of around 300,000 
lights, making the area a must see over the holiday 
period. On top of this, expect to see a number of food 
stalls, stage performances and fireworks as people 
count down to the New Year. On the stroke of midnight 
the boats and ships harboured at the ports of 
Kitakyushu and Shimonoseki will sound their whistles 
to mark the start of 2010. 
When: 31st December 2009, 23:00 ɀ 00:30 
Where: JR Mojiko Station Plaza 
Enquiries (Japanese only): 
Mojiko Retro Club ɀ 093-332-0106 
Mojiko Town Planning ɀ 093-331-2205 
 
Following on from the countdowns of New Years Eve is 
ȬÇÁÎÔÁÎȭ ɉ.Å× 9ÅÁÒÓ $ÁÙɊȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ȬÈÁÔÓÕÈÉ ÎÏ ÄÅȭ ɀ the first sunrise of the New 
Year. This is believed to bring good luck, and so many 
people will head to the top of their local mountain to 
witness it. Also, during the first few days of the New 
Year, people will pay a visit to their local shrine and 
pray for health and happiness over the coming year, in 
ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ(ÁÔÓÕÍÏÕÄÅȭȢ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are a couple of the best spots to see in the 
first sunrise of the year in Kitakyushu.  

Sarakura -yama Mountain (Yahatahigashi ward)  
At 662 metres high, Mount Sarakura offers fantastic 
views of Kitakyushu and its surrounding areas. Getting 
to the summit is easy, with a cable car and slope car 
running from morning until evening. At the top, you 
will find a viewing platform, places to relax and a 
restaurant. The first sunrise of the new year is 
expected for around 7.20am, and there will be cable 
cars running from 04:00 ɀ 17:00 on January 1st. 
Enquiries: Hobashira Cable Car Company,                    
Tel: 093-671-4761 (Japanese only) 

 

Yahazu-yama Mountain (Moji ward)  
Yahazu-yama is located within walking distance of the 
JR Moji and JR Komorie stations. The mountain stands 
at 271 metres and has a campsite at the peak. From 
here you can enjoy great views of the first sunrise of 
ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ȬÚÅÎÚÁÉȭ ɀ red bean soup ɀ will be 
served to visitors free of charge from 06:30. 
Enquiries: Yahazuyama Campsite, Tel: 093-371-1490 
(Japanese only) 

Done the countdown and seen the first sunrise of 
2010? Next up, here are some shrines for you to 
visit during the first few days of the New Year.  
 
Yasaka-jinja Shrine  
Address: 2-2 Jonai, Kokurakita ward 
10 minute walk from JR Nishi-Kokura station 

Tonoe-jinja Shrine  
Address: 4-4-2 Oaza Tonoe, Moji ward 
15 minute walk from JR Moji station 
 
Wakamatsu Ebisu -jinja Shrine  
Address: 1-2 Hamamachi, Wakamatsu ward 
5 minute walk from Wakamatsu ferry port 
 
Yatsurugi -jinja Shrine  
2-1-56 Honjo, Yahatanishi ward 
5 minute walk from JR Honjo station 
 
Tobihata Hachimangu  
Address: 2-2 Aso, Tobata ward 
10 minutes walk from JR Tobata station 
 
Takami -jinja Shrine  
Takami 1-1-1, Yahatahigashi ward 
5 minutes walk from the Sanjo bus stop (take No. 22 or 
43 bus from Kokura station, or No. 1 or 22 from 
Yahata) 

Wishing you all a Happy New Year! 

Mojiko Retro Countdown 

Mount Sarakura Slope Car 
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The traditions for Valentines Day in Japan are 
considerably different from what we may be used to in 
our home countries. While in the UK, for example, couples 
(or people hoping to becoming couples!) will treat each 
other to gifts such as chocolate, perfume and jewellery on 
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρτÔÈȟ ÔÈÅ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ȬÖÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅÓ ÄÁÙȭ ÉÓ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ 
ÏÖÅÒ Ô×Ï ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÄÁÙÓȡ Ȭ6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅÓ $ÁÙȭ ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ 
14th ȟ ÁÎÄ Ȭ7ÈÉÔÅ $ÁÙȭ ÏÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ρτth. This is where it starts 
ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÓÌÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÃÏÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÅÄȣ 
 
On Valentines Day in Japan, the norm is for only females 
to give presents, usually chocolates, to males. These 
chocolates can be divided into two categories: Giri-choco 
and Honmei-choco. Giri-ÃÈÏÃÏȟ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ȬÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅȭȟ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÃÏ-workers or casual 
acquaintances, and have no real romantic connotations. 
Ȭ(ÏÎÍÅÉ ÃÈÏÃÏȭȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÎÄȟ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ 
special, and are usually given to a boyfriend, husband or 
male love interest. These may also be accompanied by an 
extra present too. 
 
However, in recent years a trend has emerged to give 
Ȭ'ÙÁËÕ-ÃÈÏÃÏȭȟ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ȬÒÅÖÅÒÓÅ ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅȭȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
is where males give chocolates to females on Valentines 
Day, despite the expectation for it to be the other way 
ÒÏÕÎÄȢ /ÔÈÅÒ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ Ȭ4ÏÍÏ-ÃÈÏÃÏȭ 
which is a chocolate gift given to a friend, usually amongst 
girls. 
 
One month later on March 14th is White Day in Japan. This 
is an opportunity for males to return the gesture and give 
chocolate presents to those who gave them chocolates on 
6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅÓ $ÁÙȢ "ÕÔ ÂÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌ ÇÕÙÓȣȢÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ 
for this present to be more expensive than the one you 
received. 
 
The next thing you need to figure out is where to spend 
Valentines Day! Here are a some popular date spots 
across Kitakyushu. 
 

The Mojiko Retro area is a popular tourist spot in the Moji 
ward. Here you can enjoy the retro-style architecture 
remaining from the Taisho period, along with a good 
choice of restaurants, cafes and scenic views. 
 
Blue Wing Moji  
Blue Wing Moji is the largest pedestrian draw-bridge in 
Japan at 108m, and opens and closes six times per day. 
Crossing the bridge offers great views of the Kanmon 
Straits and the Kanmon Bridge which joins Kyushu and 
(ÏÎÓÈÕȢ "ÌÕÅ 7ÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÁÓ &ÕËÕÏËÁȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
ȬÒÏÍÁÎÔÉÃ ÈÏÌÙ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȭȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ 
has connected, the 
first couple to 
cross the bridge 
hand in hand will 
be together 
forever.  
 
Moji Retro 
Viewing Platform  
This observation 
room is located on 
the 31st floor of the 
Mojiko Retro 
Highmart 
apartment 
building, designed 
by the architect 
Kisho Kurokawa. 
From a height of 
103 meters, you 
can enjoy great 
views of the Kanmon straits and Mojiko Retro townscape. 
The observation room is open until 10:00pm, and the 
lights are dimmed from around 8:00pm, turning the room 
into a popular romantic spot. 
 
Mojiko Retro Rickshaws  
For those wishing to enjoy the scenes of Mojiko in luxury, 
why not take a rickshaw around town? These are ideal for 
couples and can take you on specified routes around the 
area. 
Enquiries: Ebisuya Moji, Tel: 093-332-4444 
Cost (for 1 kilometre block): 1 person 2000yen, 2 persons 
3000yen 
 
Cha-cha Town Ferris Wheel  
Cha-cha town is a entertainment complex located a five 
minute walk from Kokura station, with a selection of 
restaurants, shops and a cinema. In addition to this, there 
is a large Ferris wheel offering  views of downtown 
Kokura. 
 
ɕ0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÈÅÃË  ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ ω ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÅÁÒ ÙÏÕɕ Blue Wing Moji 

Mojiko Retro Observation Room 


