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Spending the New Year in Japan
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meaning the first moon of the New Year. During thisTemple
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god) comes down from the sky to look after familiesJuzancho,
and bring happiness in the New Year. For Japanedéokurakita
people, this is the first chance for them to ask fomwvard
happiness and blessings for the coming year. The night
Toshigamisama is said to come at the start of eackvatch bell
New Year, and promise the family a rich harvest andvill  start
good health for the year ahead. ringing at®
around
Once December arrives in Japan, the whole family makElpm, and
preparations for welcoming the gods, by tidying their visitors can- - -
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the home as an offering. In addition to this, families4-7-14 Kiyomizu,
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visitors are welcome to ring the bell between 23:30
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tradition that has existed since the Edo period of 1603 also be taking place here on Sunday Februaryh7

1868. The eating of soba is symbolic, as the long

strands of noodle represent a long life, and the ease

with which soba is cut is meant to denote the cutting ofKoryu Temple

links to any trouble in the New Year. 2-8-18 Ogura, Yahat#igashi ward

Bell ringing will be taking place here between 23:45
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ringing of the night-watch bell at a local BuddhistKissho Temple

temple, though in recent times, many young people will13-11 Kisshojrmachi, Yahatanishi ward
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At many Buddhist temples, you can not only hear thend just after 00:00.

night-watch bell ringing, but you can also ring the bell

yourself. In this edition of Himawari, we will introduce Myosenji Temple

some Buddhist temples in the Kitakyushu area, sd-8 Shozumachi, Tobata ward

please head out and pay them a visit! After the chief priest has rung the bell, visitors are also
welcome to have a go, between 23:10 and 00:30.
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However, if you prefer the idea of a countdown party
to a temple visit, then please check our recommended
spot below!

Mojiko Area

This New Year, the streets of the Mojiko region will be
adorned with the illuminations of around 300,000
lights, making the area a must see over the holiday
period. On top of this, expect to see a number of food
stalls, stage performances and fireworks as people 7
count down to the New Year. On the stroke of midnight®
the boats and ships harboured at the ports of
Kitakyushu and Shimonoseki will sound their whistles <
to mark the start of 2010. Mount Sarakura Slope Car

When: 31st December 2009, 23:0¢ 00:30

Where: JR Mojiko Station Plaza Yahazu-yama Mountain (Moji ward)

Enquiries (Japanese only): Yahazuyama is located within walking distance of the
Mojiko Retro Clubz 093-332-0106 JR Moji and JR Komorie stations. The mountain stands
Mojiko Town Planningz 093-331-2205 at 271 metres and has a campsite at the peak. From

here you can enjoy great views of the first sunrise of
Following on from the countdowns of New Years Eve iOEA . Ax 9 A A OfredbEasd bolpz VOILbA T |[UA E 6
OCAT OAT 8 j.Ax 9AAOO $ AUQ(QBervedEdviSithrs fred & éhbrdeddm 0b:301 D1 A
AAT AAOAOA (fhk fish<iftige of tHe NéwA &nquiries: Yahazuyama Campsite, Tel: 09871-1490
Year. This is believed to bring good luck, and so many (Japanese only)
people will head to the top of their local mountain to
witness it. Also, during the first few days of the New Done the countdown and seen the first sunrise of
Year, people will pay a visit to their local shrine and  2010? Next up, here are some shrines for you to
pray for health and happiness over the coming year, invisit during the first few days of the New Year.
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> ‘ ; Yasaka-jinja Shrine

SN Address: 22 Jonai, Kokurakita ward
10 minute walk from JR NishiKokura station

Tonoe-jinja Shrine
Address: 44-2 Oaza Tonoe, Moji ward
15 minute walk from JR Maji station

Wakamatsu Ebisu -jinja Shrine
Address: 2 Hamamachi, Wakamatsu ward
5 minute walk from Wakamatsu ferry port

. : Yatsurugi -jinja Shrine
Mojiko Retro Countdown 2-1-56 Honjo, Yahatanishi ward
5 minute walk from JR Honjo station

Here are a couple of the best spots to see in the

first sunrise of the year in Kitakyushu. Tobihata Hachimangu
Address: 22 Aso, Tobata ward
Sarakura -yama Mountain (Yahatahigashi ward) 10 minutes walk from JR Tobata station

At 662 metres high, Mount Sarakura offers fantastic

views of Kitakyushu and its surrounding areas. Getting Takami -jinja Shrine

to the summit is easy, with a cable car and slope car Takami 1-1-1, Yahatahigashi ward
running from morning until evening. At the top, you 5 minutes walk from the Sanjo bus stop (take No. 22 ¢
will find a viewing platform, places to relax and a 43 bus from Kokura station, or No. 1 or 22 from
restaurant. The first sunrise of the new year is Yahata)

expected for around 7.20am, and there will be cable

cars running from 04:00z 17:00 on January $.

Enquiries: Hobashira Cable Car Company, Wishing you all a Happy New Year! 406\
Tel: 093-671-4761 (Japanese only) =

=
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Valentines Day

The traditions for Valentines Day in Japan are The Mojiko Retro area is a popular tourist spot in the Moji
considerably different from what we may be used toin  ward. Here you can enjoy the retrestyle architecture
our home countries. While in the UK, for example, couplesemaining from the Taisho period, along with a good
(or people hoping to becoming couples!) will treat each  choice of restaurants, cafes and scenic views.
other to gifts such as chocolate, perfume and jewellery on
&AAOOAOU pt OEh OEA * APAT ACBlueWiGgMojAT OET AO AAUS EO OPOAAA
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14nh AT A O7EEOA 1 Fhis & whele it stak®OJAaEan g 108m, and opens and closes six times per day.
Ol CAO OI EcCEOI U ATl i Bl EA A O AGkessing the bridge offers great views of the Kanmon
Straits and the Kanmon Bridge which joins Kyushu and
On Valentines Day in Japan, the norm is foronly females( 1 T OEO8 "1 OA 7ET ¢ xAO Al Ol AEI
to give presents, usually chocolates, to males. These  OOI | AT OEA Ei i U cOi 61 Ad6h AT A EO
chocolates can be divided into two categories: Gigthoco has connected, the
and Honmeichoco. GIHAET AT h | AAT ET ¢ drbt Boudle@oA OET 1
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acquaintances, and have no real romantic connotations. hand in hand will
O(iTi1 AE AETAI 8h 11 OEA 1 OmbAwgetieh! Ah| AOA A O O T AT TA
special, and are usually given to a boyfriend, husband or forever.
male love interest. These may also be accompanied by an
extra present too. Moji Retro
Viewing Platform
However, in recent years a trend has emerged to give  This observation
O' UREDO AT 6h 1 EOAOAT T U | AAT Edogis I6catdddA OOA AET AT 1 AOA88 | 4EEO
is where males give chocolates to females on Valentines the 31st floor of the
Day, despite the expectation for it to be the other way Mojiko Retro
O 61 A8 |/ OEAO OUPAO 1T AABOAOEInart A1 O1T | ET A1 OAA Q41 101 I3 I
which is a chocolate gift given to a friend, usually amongsapartment
girls. building, designed
by the architect
One month later on March 1% is White Day in Japan. ThisKisho Kurokawa.
is an opportunity for males to return the gesture and give From a height of

chocolate presents to those who gave them chocolates orll03 meters, you Mojiko Retro Observation Room

6A1 AT OET AO $AU8B " 00 AA AACCAVERdy grea® U088 OEA AGDAAOAOEIT EO
for this present to be more expensive than the one you views of the Kanmon straits and Mojiko Retro townscape!.
received. The observation room is open until 10:00pm, and the

lights are dimmed from around 8:00pm, turning the room
The next thing you need to figure out is where to spend into a popular romantic spot.
Valentines Day! Here are a some popular date spots
across Kitakyushu. Mojiko Retro Rickshaws
For those wishing to enjoy the scenes of Mojiko in luxury,
why not take a rickshaw around town? These are ideal for
couples and can take you on specified routes around the
area.
Enquiries: Ebisuya Moji, Tel: 093332-4444
Cost (for 1 kilometre block): 1 person 2000yen, 2 persons
3000yen

Chacha Town Ferris Wheel

Chacha town is a entertainment complex located a five
minute walk from Kokura station, with a selection of
restaurants, shops and a cinema. In addition to this, there
is a large Ferris wheel offering views of downtown
Kokura.
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