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Rainy Season, Introduction to the Kitakyushu International edaition
Association, Event Information, Flea Markets and more

With summer now upon us, get ready for a huge variety of festivals across
Kitakyushu. Want to know what is going on in your area and when?
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and some smaller ones too!

1 Kokura Gion Daikg 17t, 18h, 190 July
Kicking off the big festivals across the summer period
is the Kokura Gion Daiko (drums) festival. Dating back
around 400 years, this festival is designated as an
intangible folk cultural asset of Fukuoka prefecture.
On July %, a ceremony to declare the beginning of
Taiko practice sessions is held, and from then until the
start of the event, teams strive to perfect their

performances. The parades and performance contests

take place over the Friday, Saturday and Sunday of A
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Across the Kokurakita area

VW Tobata Giong 24th, 25h, 26h July
With a history of around 200 years the Tobata Gion
Daiyamakasa is famous throughout Japan, and regarded a
one of the three biggest summer festivals in Fukuoka,
along with the Hakata Gion Yamakasa and the Kokura Gior
Daiko festivals. The Tobata Gion boasts some of the most
impressive floats around, made up of 309 lanterns and
reaching up to 10 metres in height.
In front of Tobata ward office

N Kurosaki Gionz 20th-23rd July
The Kurosaki Gion Yamagasa has a 4§@ar history,
and its bamboo grass floats are known for their time
-honored, traditional design. There are eight floats
in total, one representing each neighborhood. Years
ago people used to try to bash their float into
another one, and grab as many decorations as they
could from the other float. The floats were originally_>
as tall as a twestory house, so people riding on top
would reach out and grab roof tiles to throw at the
other floats. However, since the advent of telephone
cables, floats have shrunk to half their former
height, and now that children participate, dangerous
"battles" are not allowed!
Near to Kurosaki station
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