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★Kokura óB-Classô Food Festival★ 

First of all, what does B-Class gourmet mean? Japanese 

people often refer to B級グルメ, literally óB-class gourmetô, 

to mean food which is popular and tasty, yet cheap and 

accessible. While what constitutes B-Class food differs 

according to peopleôs perceptions and the region in which 

they live, foods such as takoyaki, ramen and yakisoba are 

generally considered as prime examples of B-class dishes.  

            

Fried Noodles Battle 

Yaki-udon (Fried Udon-

noodles in sauce) is a 

dish that was invented 

in Kitakyushu. This 

Spring, the first ever 

competition to decide 

the best fried noodles in 

Japan will be taking place in Kokura, with 12 competitors 

coming from as far as Hokkaido competing. Such an event is 

the first of its kind, and guess who decides the 

winneré.YOU! A food ticket will cost you 300yen, and you 

can then use this food ticket to vote for your favourite. The 

group with the most votes will then be declared the winner! 

 

B-Class Battle 

As you all know, Kyushu is a 

gourmet heaven, with a variety of 

fantastic food. This spring, along 

with the Yaki-udon battle there 

will also be B-Class gourmet 

battle, with eight organizations 

competing from all over Kyushu. Here is a great chance for 

customers to sample the delights of Kyushu cuisine. Last 

yearôs winner ï Mojikoôs Yaki Curry (Grilled Curry Rice) ï 

will also be appearing.  

 

Date: Saturday 27th ï Sunday 28th March 2010  

Time: 10:00 ï 16:00 (Sales of food tickets begin at 09:30, 

and are available until they sell out) 

Place: Katsuyama Park, Kokurakita ward 

Enquiries: óKokura B-kyuu Shoku Kingô Planning 

Committee. Tel: 093-582-3335 

 

★Kisshoji Wisteria Festival★ 

From the end of April until the start of May, the area 

surrounding the Kisshoji temple in Katsuki becomes a 

beautiful light purple, as the flowers of the wisteria pergolas 

come into bloom. Every year here between April 27th and 29th 

is the Kisshoji Wisteria Festival, and many people flock to 

enjoy the sights at this time. Particularly impressive are the 

three 150-year old óNoda Wisteriaô trees, which are 

designated as ópreserved treesô by the city of Kitakyushu. 

Along with the floral sights there are also a number of food 

stalls set up, so why not take a look?! 

Date: Tuesday 27th ï Thursday 29th April, 2010 

Place:  

Kisshoji Shrine  

(13 Kisshoji-machi, 

Yahatanishi ward) 

Getting there: Please 

take the Nishitetsu 

bus to óMeijimachi 

Danchiô, and it is a ten 

minute walk from there. 

Enquiries: Kisshoji Wisteria Festival Planning Committee 

(Tel: 093-612-0203) 

Spring is on its way, and with it comes a number of events and festivals in Kitakyushu. In this 

edition of Himawari, we will introduce some of our suggestions for enjoying the spring period. 

Yaki-Udon 

Yaki-Curry 

Kisshoji Wisteria Pergola 

http://srd.yahoo.co.jp/IMG/r=5/ig=240x160/id=50be1c537544f914/fi=medium/l=tm/da=g/tid=MMSI04_01/bzi=0/q=%E5%B0%8F%E5%80%89%E3%80%80%E7%84%BC%E3%81%86%E3%81%A9%E3%82%93/*-http:/image-search.yahoo.co.jp/detail?p=%E5%B0%8F%E5%80%89%E3%80%80%E7%84%BC%E3%81%86%E3%
http://srd.yahoo.co.jp/IMG/r=19/ig=400x300/id=3f6f7f5d9571ca22/fi=medium/l=tm/da=g/tid=MMSI04_01/bzi=0/q=%E7%84%BC%E3%81%8D%E3%82%AB%E3%83%AC%E3%83%BC/*-http:/image-search.yahoo.co.jp/detail?ei=UTF-8&p=%E7%84%BC%E3%81%8D%E3%82%AB%E3%83%AC%E3%83%BC&ib=17
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★Mojiko Retro Festival★ 

One of the major events 

over the Golden Week 

period is the Mojiko 

Retro Festival. Here you 

will find the famous 

óBanana Tataki-uriô, or 

Banana selling, for which 

the region is famous. The 

port of Moji is the 

birthplace of this tradition 

of banana selling - After 

the Meiji period (1868-

1912) a huge shipment of bananas arrived from Taiwan, 

within which were a large number of overripe bananas which 

needed to be sold as soon as possible. This led to a need for 

those selling the bananas outside to come up with unique 

ways of shifting the bananas quickly, and the clever wordplay 

and techniques that the people at the time used have survived 

until this day. 

 

 

Also worth checking out at the Retro Festival is the Moji 

Yosakoi Dancing.  

These colourful and dynamic performances are a hugely 

entertaining form of dance, and combine traditional Japanese 

dance movements with modern music. 

Also, donôt miss the Laser and Fireworks show óRetro 

Fantasyô which takes place on May 4th from 8pm. 

 

Date: Saturday 3rd May ï Sunday 4th May, 2010 

Place: Mojiko Retro Area (next to JR Mojiko Station) 

★Seita-no-mori Forest Park★ 

 

 

As we move into spring and the weather gets warmer, why 

not get out of the house and enjoy some of the great parks 

that Kitakyushu has to offer. 

Seita-no-mori Forest Park is a ónature experience-basedô park 

within the city, comprising a forest area which surrounds the 

Seita reservoir, and boasts a pleasant natural environment 

where you can enjoy strolls, bird watching and hiking around 

the lake. You can also hire bicycles for free in the park too. 

The park has an area of nearly 25 hectares, with a 4.4km 

walking trail and three different recreation spots ï the flower 

zone, with a variety of beautiful flora, the water zone, where 

you can enjoy views of the lake and small streams, and the 

childrenôs zone, complete with a Tarzan rope, swings and 

slides.  

Seita-no-mori offers a great day out for all the family, so 

please pay it a visit sometime! 

Entrance: Free of charge 

Opening hours: 09:00 ï 17:00 (open all year round) 

Access: Take the Chikuho Electric Railroad from Kurosaki-

ekimae to Morishita. This then leaves a ten minute walk to 

the south entrance of the park. 

Car parking is free of charge for those travelling by car. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banana Tataki-uri 

Mojiko óRetro Fantasyô 

Seita Forest Park 

Seita Forest Park 
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 Speaking to other foreigners living in Japan, one of the things 

that people seem to miss most about their home countries is the 

chance to go and watch their favourite sports teams in action. While 

internet and late night TV coverage here in Japan allows us to keep 

up to date with our favourite sports to an extent, thereôs nothing 

quite like going and watching the action live. So why not find 

yourself a local team here in Japan, and get behind them?! 
  

 One such team that is really on the up recently is the football 

(or soccer!) team of Kitakyushu. Formerly known as New Wave, 

Giravanz Kitakyushu have recently been promoted to the J League 2 

- the second strongest league in Japanese football - and start the new 

season this March. Itôs been a rapid rise to the second tier of the J League for Giravanz, who only became Kitakyushuôs 

representative team in 2001. Before that they were mainly involved in regional and prefectural leagues under a number of 

different names.  
 

 In 2001 however, with help from the local community they became New Wave Kitakyushu FC, and after finishing in 

second place in the All Japan Regional Football Promotion League Series in 2007, New Wave were promoted to the JFL 

(Japan Football League) for the 2008 season. New Waveôs journey to the J League was then complete when they won 2-1 at 

Arte Takasaki in November 2009, to seal fourth place in the JFL and promotion to J League 2. 
 

 At the end of 2009, it was announced that the club name would be changed from New Wave Kitakyushu to Giravanz 

Kitakyushu for the 2010 season. Giravanz comes from Italian, Girasole ï meaning sunflower, which is the flower symbol of 

Kitakyushu, and Avanzare - meaning ómoving forwardô. Hereôs hoping that the team itself can continue its fantastic progress 

in the new season. 

 The teamôs home games are played at Honjo Athletic Stadium in Yahatanishi ward, mainly on Sunday afternoons. If 

you are interested in watching Giravanz in action, here is the home fixture list for you! 

 

Home fixtures from March to May 

March 14th (Sun): 14:00 kick-off. Giravanz Kitakyushu vs. Tokushima Vortis 

March 21st (Sun): 16:00 kick-off. Giravanz Kitakyushu vs. Tokyo Verdy 

April 4th (Sun): 15:00 kick-off. Giravanz Kitakyushu vs. JEF United Chiba 

April 18th (Sun): 13:00 kick-off. Giravanz Kitakyushu vs. Tochigi SC 

April 29th (Thurs/national holiday): 19:00 kick-off. Giravanz Kitakyushu vs. FC Gifu 

May 9th (Sun): 14:00 kick-off. Giravanz Kitakyushu vs. Consadole Sapporo 

May 22nd (Sat): 14:00 kick-off. Giravanz Kitakyushu vs. Avispa Fukuoka (local derby match!) 

 

Purchasing tickets 

Tickets can be bought in advance or on the door, with advance 

tickets up to 500yen cheaper. Tickets prices also differ according to 

the area of the stadium in which you sit. Please take a look at the 

table below for the specific ticket prices. 
* Dream tickets are available for free to Elementary, Junior-high 

and  High-school  students,  thanks  to  contributions  from  local 

companies  and  organizations.  These  will  be  available  at  the 

stadium. 

 

Honjo Athletic Stadium ï getting there 

By train or bus: 

On match days there will be shuttle buses running from the East exit 

of JR Orio station, from three hours before kick-off. It is then a two minute walk from the Honjo Athletic Stadium bus stop. 

By car: 

There are no facilities for car parking in the area surrounding the stadium. However, there will be free parking available in 

car park No.7 and the temporary car park at the Wakamatsu Boat Race Stadium. 

 

Please also check out the Giravanz homepage at http://www.giravanz.jp/ (Japanese only) 

 

The season begins in March, so please go along and show your support!  

Ⓒ2009NWK 

Ⓒ2009NWK 

http://www.giravanz.jp/
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Name of  

program 
University of Kitakyushu, Spring Term 2010, Japanese Language Course 

Target 

Children over the age of 15 living in the Kitakyushu area, who have recently returned from overseas, or 

foreign people who have residence status until the end of the course who wish to learn beginnerôs level 

Japanese necessary for daily life. 

Places Around 15 places available per course 

Fees 15,000yen (plus around 5,000yen for textbooks) 

Dates and 

times 

1. Beginners Course I (total 41 classes) - Thursday 15th April ~ Wednesday 28th July (three times/week: 

Mon, Wed, Thu) 

2. Beginners Course II (total 41 classes) - Tuesday 20th April ~ Wednesday 28th July (three times/week: 

Tue, Wed, Fri) 

3. Beginners Course III (total 41 classes) - Thursday 15th April ~ Wednesday 28th July (three times/week: 

Mon, Tues, Thu) 

Classes from 10:40-12:10 (though some parts in afternoon) 

Location Kitakyushu University, Kitagata Campus, Building 2, Classroom 209 

Important 

details 

1. At these classes, short-term systematic Japanese will be taught by specialized teachers. 

2. A candidateôs eligibility for the class will be decided based on an interview, and the candidateôs 

submitted documents. 

Interview time and date: Saturday 3rd April 2010, 10.30am onwards 

Interview location:  International  Common Room, 2nd floor  of  Building 2,  Kitagata Campus,  The 

University of Kitakyushu 

3. Enrolment in this course does not mean that you can acquire residence status. 

4. Please recommend this class to any other foreign residents in your area. 

Application 

and 

Enquiries 

1. Application period: Monday 1st March ~ Wednesday 7th April 2010 

2. Application method After filling out the designated form, please attach proof of your period and status 

of residence from your alien registration card (copy is OK), and either send or bring it to the 

Kitakyushu University Center for International Education and Exchange. Application forms are 

available at reception, or can also be downloaded from our homepage. 

3. Enquiries: Kitakyushu University Center for International Education and Exchange. 

4-2-1 Kitagata, Kokuraminami-ku, Kitakyushu-shi, 802-8577 

TEL 093-964-4202   FAX 093-964-4028 

E-mail: nihongo@kitakyu-u.ac.jp      Homepage: www.kitakyu-u.ac.jp 

Spring Period National Holidays 

Sunday March 21st: 節分の日 Vernal Equinox Day 

Monday March 22nd:  振替休日  Substitute Holiday (in place of Vernal 

Equinox Day, which falls on a Sunday) 

Thursday April 29th: 昭和の日 Showa Day 

Monday May 3rd: 憲法記念日 Constitution Memorial Day 

Tuesday May 4th: みどりの日 Green Day 

Wednesday May 5th: こどもの日 Childrenôs Day 

mailto:nihongo@kitakyu-u.ac.jp
http://www.kitakyu-u.ac.jp/
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When Where Enquiries 
7th (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 
RKB Housing Park, Kokurakita Ward 

 
Tel: 092-752-7761  

14th (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 

21st in event of rain 

Chuo Greenery Park (next to the Kitakyushu 

Municipal All-purpose Gymnasium) 

Yahatahigashi Ward,  

 

Tel Fax 093-651-9245 

20th (Sat) 

10:00 ~ 16:00 

Best Denki Yahata main store 

Event square, Yahatahigashi Ward 

 

Tel 090-2858-9855 

20th (Sat) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 

Nakagawa Street Multi Purpose Hall 

(in front of Route In Hotel, Wakamatsu 

Station East) 

Totoro 
Tel: 090-5089-3815 Fax: 093-771-5675 

21st (Sun) 

14:00 ~ 19:00 

Kitakyushu Media Dome,  

Kokurakita Ward 
 

Tel: 092-752-7761  

21st (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 

Katsuyama Park Open Space,  

Kokurakita Ward 
de  

Tel: 093-772-3223 

28th (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 
Mojiko Station, Retro Square 

 
Tel: 093-331-2205 

   

   

Flea Markets  

April 2010 
When Where Enquiries 
4th (Sun) 

9:00~17:00 

11th in event of rain 

Green Park, Wakamatsu-ku 
 

Tel: 093-741-5545 

4th (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 
RKB Housing Park, Kokurakita Ward 

 
Tel: 092-752-7761  

11th (Sun) 

10:00~15:00 

18th in event of rain 

Chuo Greenery Park (next to the Kitakyushu 

Municipal All-purpose Gymnasium) 

Yahatahigashi Ward,  

 

Tel Fax 093-651-9245 

17th (Sat) 

10:00~16:00 

Best Denki Yahata main store 

Event square 

 

Tel 090-2858-9855 

17th (Sat) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 

Nakagawa Street Multi Purpose Hall 

(in front of Route In Hotel, Wakamatsu 

Station East) 

Totoro 
Tel: 090-5089-3815 Fax: 093-771-5675 

25th (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 

Katsuyama Park Open Space,  

Kokurakita Ward 
de  

Tel: 093-772-3223 

25th (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 
Mojiko Station, Retro Square 

 
Tel: 093-331-2205 

   

   

March 2010 

May 2010 
When Where Enquiries 
2nd (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 
RKB Housing Park, Kokurakita Ward 

 
Tel: 092-752-7761  

3rd (Mon) ~ 5th (Wed) 

9:00~17:00 

Cancelled in event of rain 

Green Park, Wakamatsu-ku 
 

Tel: 093-741-5545 

9th (Sun) 

10:00~15:00 

16th in event of rain 

Chuo Greenery Park (next to the Kitakyushu 

Municipal All-purpose Gymnasium) 

Yahatahigashi Ward,  

 

Tel Fax 093-651-9245 

15th (Sat) 

10:00~16:00 

Best Denki Yahata main store 

Event square 

 

Tel 090-2858-9855 

15th (Sat) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 

(Cancelled in event of rain) 

Nakagawa Street Multi Purpose Hall 

(in front of Route In Hotel, Wakamatsu 

Station East) 

Totoro 
Tel: 090-5089-3815 

23rd (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 

Katsuyama Park Open Space,  

Kokurakita Ward 
de  

Tel: 093-772-3223 

23rd (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 15:00 
Mojiko Station, Retro Square 

 
Tel: 093-331-2205 

23rd (Sun) 

10:00 ~ 16:00 
Moji Akarenga Place 

 

093- 372- 0962 

   

For more 

information on 

where these flea 

markets are held, 

please take a look at 

the next page. 
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Flea Market Travel Details 

①RKB Housing Park: Three minutes walk north from JR Nishi-Kokura station. Next to the Sumikkusu Golf Centre. 

②Chuo Greenery Park: Take the Nishitetsu No. 1 bus, and get off at the Sanjo bus stop, near to the Spina 

supermarket. 

③Best Denki Yahata Main Store: Take the train to Spaceworld station, and itôs a 5-10 minute walk from there. 

④Nakagawa Street Multi Purpose Hall: A short walk from JR Wakamatsu station, near to the Route-Inn hotel. 

⑤Kitakyushu Media Dome: Take the Monorail from Kokura station to Kawaraguchi Mihagino station. 

⑥Katsuyama Park: Ten minute walk from JR Nishi-Kokura station. Walk past Riverwalk and Kokura Castle. 

⑦Mojiko Station, Retro Square: Take the train to JR Mojiko station. 

⑧Green Park, Wakamatsu-ku: Take the No. 40 city bus from JR Futajima station to Green Park.  

 

Giravanz Kitakyushu Home Games 
⑨Honjo Stadium: Take the shuttle bus from the East exit of JR Orio station. 

 

World Pub Night Live 

⑩Kitakyushu International Association: 10 minute walk from JR Yahata station,  next to Kyushu International 

University. 

 

Japanese Language Classes 

⑪Kitakyushu University: Get off at the Monorail - Keibajomae Station, and itôs a one minute walk from there. 

1 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

8 
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（財）北九州国際交流協会
ざい きたきゅうしゅうこくさいこうりゅうきょうかい

   
Kitakyushu International Association 

〒805-0062 

北九州市八幡東区平野1丁目
きたきゅうしゅうしやはたひがしくひらの1ちょうめ

1－1 

国際村交流
こくさいむらこうりゅう

センター３階
かい

 
( International Village Center 3F, 1-1-1, 

 Hirano,Yahatahigashi-ku) 

Tel: 093-662-0055    Fax: 093-662-6622 

開館時間
かいかんじかん

/ Open Hours：９：００～１７：３０   

火～日曜日
か ～ に ち よ う び

 / Tuesday to Sunday 

休館日/Closed：月曜日と年末年始(12/29～1/3)/ 

Mondays & Year-end/New Year 

Email: kia@kitaq-koryu.jp 

こくらインフォメーション  

( Kokura Information Desk) 

〒802-0001 北九州市小倉北区浅野
きたきゅうしゅうしこくらきたくあさの

3-8-1 

ＡＩＭ
え い む

（アジア太平洋
たいへいよう

インポートマート）２階
かい

  

( Asia-Pacific Import Mart 2F, 3-8-1, Asano,  

Kokurakita-ku) 

開館時間
かいかんじかん

/ Open Hours：火
か

～土曜日
ど よ う び

 

９：００～１７：３０/ Tuesday to Saturday 

休館日
きゅうかんび

/ Closed： 日月
にちげつ

・祝日
しゅくじつ

と年末年始
ねんまつねんし

 

( 12/29～1/3) / Sun, Mon, Public Holidays & Year-end/New Year 

Getting to the KIA 

Website: http://www.kitaq-koryu.jp 

Kokura Station 
Amu Plaza 

Kokura St. Building 

Kokura Station Bus Center 

North exit 

Rihga  Hotel 

Kyu- La Foret 

West Japan  
General Exhibition 

Center 

Aim Building 
2nd Floor 

Kokura Information 

West Japan General Exhibition Center 

 
Asano 2-Chome Bus Stop 

 

Asano 2-Chome Bus Stop 

Kitakyushu 
International Conference  

Center 

Best 

Denki 

FREE CONSULTATION FOR FOREIGNERS Ẇᶮ˲ǵǦȈǵ
ǓǋǚǖǟȚǵǦȈǵȇȑȎǍǤǍǧȚ

 

● Free Consultation - General 

Consultation Service 

We can offer help and advice to you about everyday life, 
including education and healthcare, and along with the relevant 

parties, help you with any problems that you may have. 

Reservations are not required, so please donôt hesitate to consult 

us. Your privacy will be respected. 

 

Wednesday 

10:00-19:00 

(Kokura) 

Friday 

10:00-15:00 

(Yahata) 

 

With help and advice in  

English, Chinese, Korean,  

Tagalog and Japanese. 

Tel:093-671-2606 

Mail: helpdesk@kitaq-koryu.jp 

●Free Consultation - Specialist 

 

 Legal Counseling  

(13:30 to 16:30 every 4th Saturday)- Mar 27th, Apr 24th, May 22nd 

A  counselor  from  the  Kitakyushu  Branch  of  the  Fukuoka  Bar 

Association will help you with all kinds of legal problems (reservation is 

required). 

 

Consultation Concerning Immigration Procedures  

(13:00 to 16:00 every 3rd Sunday) - Mar 21st, Apr 18th, May 16th 

Administrative specialists will offer advice on procedures such as 

changing of visa status, extension of stay, and other issues (reservation is 

only required if you need an interpreter). 

 

Psychological Counseling  

(9:30 to 12:30 every 4th Saturday)  - Mar 27th, Apr 24th, May 22nd 

A clinical psychologist will offer counseling for people having 

difficulties with relationships, cultural differences, and mental well-

being (reservations are required). 

 

 
①After School-Nihongo Hiroba 

･After-school classes at Kokura Information for foreign children and parents who wish to study Japanese and work on their coursework.  

 ②Waku Waku-Nihongo Hiroba 

･A series of exchange events and trips for foreign families. Until now we have had parties, barbeques, and much more. 

~ THIS YEARôS WAKUWAKU-NIHONGOHIROBA EVENTS~ ①Events for foreign residents and international families 

March 20(Saturday) Spring culture event - Making obento/Hanami (making lunch, cherry blossom) 

②Events for foreign mothers and pregnant mothers (Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 10:00 ~12:00) 

PLEASE NOTE! ƴ The participation fees and capacity depend on each event.    ƴ Details may change, please check  the schedule .   

ƴ Please be aware that admission for each event will be closed once all the places are taken.  

For more information about times and places, please contact: k.yano@kitaq-koryu.jp or 093-662-0055 

ǲȂȚǛǹȔǷ NIHONGO HIROBA           

Important announcement from Himawari 

Many thanks to all of you who have read Himawari over the years. We are sad to say that this edition will be the last edition 

of Himawari in paper form. From the Summer Edition onwards, we will be publishing Himawari online only, on the 

Kitakyushu International Association homepage, which can be found at http://www.kitaq-koryu.jp/en_new/09/ 

We thank you very much for your understanding.   


