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In this edition of Himawari: Summer Festivals in 2010

Kitakyushu, New Staff Introductions, Firefly spotting, Flea
Markets, and other Lifestyle Information

'Summer Festivals in Kitakyushu

Summer is on its way, and in Japan this means the festival season! Kitakyushu is home to a rich variety of festivals,

each with their own history and traditions. Why not get out this summer and explore the festivals that Kitakyushu
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a quick introduction to some of the more interesting aspects of Japanese festivals in general.

4EA OAGOAOS S
One of the more interesting features at summer festivals i EA AOI T ODEAOAS 1
Japan is the wide range ofatai (food and drink stalls) that are| Japanese summer festivals are extremely vibrant and exciti
available, selling everything from Takoyaki (octopus |occasions, with the beats from thefasko drums and the sights o
dumplings) to hot dogs. Here are some of the highlights to logkireworks displays and carnival parades creating a
out for. unforgettable atmosphere. Anyone is welcome to participate i
Japanese disheg Takoyaki yakitori (meat on skewers), yaki- | the parades, so please get involved!

soba/yaki-udon (fried noodles), okonomiyaki (Japanesestyle
pancake) are your traditional festival snacks, and the deliciousa A AT 11 6008
smell wafting from these stalls helps create the unmistakeablerpe festivals are also a great chance to see Japanese people in
summer festival atmosphere. Yakrudon is a Kokura speciality{ yragitional dress, and the women in beautiful kimono, and men if
so please give it a try! You can also look forward to anumbergh g A EAT A Ol yukhiad O DTAIERO A O A [x1 1 AAZ
foreign food stalls as well, with hot dogs, beef burgers and Irllmique to Japan. Add to this the people wearinghappi
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increasing number of kebab stalls also prevalent. (lightweight, short vests versions ofyukatz) at the food stalls and
Drinks - The weather during the summer festivals is hot andli, " the parades, and you get an event rich in colour arld
humid, so a nice cold beer is popular with many. Other drinksjecoration.
such aschuu-hai (fruit cocktail) are also widely available, while
ramune (a kind of lemon soda) is popular with children and
adults alike.

Desserts - The most famous and popular dessert at summe
festivals in kakigoori (shaved ice flavoured with syrup), and is
popular amongst both kids and adults, who enjoy this as

reminds them of when they were young! Similarly,watagashi

4EA CAI AOs
The yatai stalls at festivals not only sell food and drink but also
various games where you can win prizes, such asngyo-sukui
goldfish scooping), yoyo-tsuri (fishing for balloon yo-yos),
shateki (a shooting gallery game) and more. With the goldfis
(candy floss/cotton candy) and ringo-ame (toffee apple) are scooping, the challenge is to catch as many .fish.as possible befpre
traditional favourites, while chocolate bananas, crepes and/OUr Net breaks, while some accurate shooting in the gallery cgn

sponge cakes give a more international flavour to the dessgrfVin You prizes! Other games such as turtiscooping are als
stalls! popular.
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Summer Festivals in Kitakyushu

Kokura Gion Taiko

July 16thz 18th (Fri z Sun), around the KokuraCastlearea
Taiko Performance Contest

Saturday 17th July, 15:30~19:00

The Gion festival began in Kitakyushu when the feudal lord
at the time, who had previously built Kokura castle during
the Edo period, built a shrine to bless the city with ¢
prosperity. A special characteristic of this festival is
distinct style in which people beat both sides of the drums
(known as ryomenuchi), in time with the sound of the §
OEAT CAOA8 AAI 1 08 %OAOU UAA
the drumming contest which takes place by Kokura castle! ?E 2
Also, during the festival there will be parades with people past
pulling floats through the streets of Kokura, all to the shout
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Tobata Giong July 23rdz 25th (Fri z Sun)
The Oyamagasa Contest will be taking place on Saturday
24th July, beside the Tobata ward office.

The Tobata Gion festival has a long history, stretching back
over 200years. During this festival the four Yamagasa
floats transform into huge glowing towers, standing at
over 10 metres tall and boasting over 300 lanterns. The
highlight of the festival is the sight of the youngsters
AOARAOOAA ET OEAEO OEAPPES OAPOO |
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Mrosaki Giongz July 20thz 23rd (Tue Z Fri)
The Taiko and Yamagasa float contests will be on the 20th, arou
the Kurosaki-fureaidoori street area.
The Kurosaki Gion festival has been around for 400years, it
tradition supported by the local Okada, Kasuga and Ichinomiye
3EOET AG8 4EA EAOCOEOAI A MECHIKE 5%
the floats are washed through with sea water, and this leaves the
floats in their simplest form, with just bamboo leaves, Japane
cedar and curtainlike material for decoration. This process oOf P
returning the float to its earliest form is considered very important. § \)
After this, the floats are flamboyantly decorated and paraded¥ S
around the area. Once evening arrives, the floats are then sp \ il 4 !
@)und and around to create an ey&atching spectacle. J
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Wakamatsu Minato Festivak Friday July 30thz Sunday August 1st
Held in the area by JR Wakamatsu station.

The Wakamatsu Minato festival combines a number of differer
1 events, including a parade of boat shaped floats, races and
fireworks display around the Wakato Bridge. The festival begins
E on the Friday night with the boat parade and fireworks, with
further games and races continuing on the Saturday. On the third
AT A EET Al AAUh OEA O+APPA MEAOOEO,
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Summer Festivals in Kitakyushu

Wasshoi Hyakuman Festivag August 7thz 8th (Sat, Sun)
4EA 7AO00ETE (UAEOI AT -AOQO
festival of the year. The festival was first held in 1988 to
celebrate 25 years since the formation of Kitakyushu
city, and is a chance to bring the whole city together anc
have fun as one. Many people and groups, including bot#
exchange students and local residents come together t&
take part in the Hyakumanodori (dance), and the event
culminates in a spectacular finale of around 3,000
fireworks. This festival is an absolute mussee for those
new to Kitakyushu.

CCAOO

Kanmon Kaikyo Fireworks \
Friday 13th August, 19:50~20:40

Around 13,000 fireworks

*Cancelled in the event of rain

Venue: Kanmon Straits near JR Mojiko station.

This fireworks festival takes place on the coasts of
Shimonoseki (Honshu) and Mojiko (Kyushu) which

OOOAAAT A OEA +ATIT1T1 3O00OAEQ8 4E
will be the 26th. The event used to be separated, with
Mojiko and Shimonoseki each staging their own fireworks
display, but these days the event is held in cooperation
with each other, and draws crowds from across the
region. The fireworks over the sea make for a fantastic
spectacle, so please go to watch if you have time! /

/ Other festivals in the Kitakyushu Area
Tobata Shoubu Festival (Tobata), 5t6th June

Wakamatsu Ajisai Festival (Wakamatsu), 13th, 20th June
Chikuzen Koyanose Gion Shukubasai (Yahatanishi), 101ith July
Futajima Gion (Wakamatsu), 10th11th July
Takenami Gion (Wakamatsu), 17th18th July
Maeda Gion Yamagasa (Yahatahigashi), 17Ztt9th July
Sarakura Hachimojiyaki (Yahatahigashi), 8th & 13tH 5th August
Komonjiyaki (Kokurakita), 13th August
Tenraiji Bon Dance (Tobata), 13th, 16th, 17th, 20th, 24th August
Nobu Bon Dance (Yahatanishi), 13th, 14th August
Ainoshima Bon Dance (Kokurakita), 14th, 15th August
Noiki Bon Dance (Kokuraminami), 16th August
Waita Gion (Wakamatsu), 30th, 31st July

k Maeda Bon Dance (Yahatahigashi), 24th August




Please feel free to say hello when you see them!

Hi there! My name is Yoko Yasuno.
| became interested in international exchange when | was helping a|

For this edition of Himawari, we have interviewed some of the new staff to come to the KIA in the last year.

AOEAT A xEOE OEAEO EI A ET AAEO |[OPAAAS

exchange, and still have a lot to learn, but | hope that with my natur.

energy and curiosity | can help in a number of ways. | look forward
seeing you all at the KIA!

As a member of KIINET (Kitakyushu International Information Network), my job is to work in cooperation with
Kitakyushu city and the KIA to bring people in the city together.
What sort of place is the Kitakyushu International Associationp 08 0 1T 1 A T £ OEA AAOO bl AAA(
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when | arrived was of a homely atmosphere. All of the staff at the KIA welcomed me warmly. During the school holidays, a
lot of kids from the local area come and play in the exchange lounge too, which adds to the warm atmosphere. )
Tell us about a little about your personality) 61 11 & OEA 0601 1 CAOO xEAT EO Al AO
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What sort of things do you enjoy doing in your spare timePreally enjoy getting together with my friends and doing lots
of stuff - in summer | like doing outdoor sports with my friends, like going mountain biking, canoeing, and camping.

Tell us about some interesting things that have happened to you recentlyVorking at KIINET, | have been able to meet a
wide variety of people which has been greain my personal life, it has been fascinating watching my child grow UV

Hi, my name is Maiko Sakaguchi.
My hobby is travelling. According to the horoscope for my birth date, |
xAO A xAT AAOAO AT A AAOAT 660AO
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promise to work as hard as | can with a smile on my face!

oy —) —

My job involves providing subsidies and support to NPOs and citizens organizations involved in international exchange,
and organizing speakers for lectures on international understanding. | will also be involved in activities to celebrate the
+EOAEUOOEO )1 OAOT AGET T AT ' OO AEAOGETI 180 OxAl OGEAOGE ATTEOD
UAAOGO )1 OAOT AGET T AT 1 60606I 1T &AOOEOAI A O AA EATA AO +U

What kind of place is the Kitakyushu International AssociationThe KIA is a place where many different people can
gather for volunteering, language classes and as part of activities for international exchange.

What were you doing before you came to the KIA2ntil the end of last year, | spent a year and a half in Canada on a
working holiday and studying languages. Before that, | was working at a bank.

What are you most interested inatthemoment? U 1 1 AAO OEOOAO8 O AAAUA (A8O A 1}

(A0 O AOOA xEAT EA OEOO Aixi AT A 1 AOGCEOR AT A EO8O0 OA
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Canada, Peru and Bolivia. Of those, my favourite place would have to be Canada! 7

Hi there, my name is Shigeru Okutake, and | am the Senior Director at the
Kitakyushu International Association.

Center)
The Kitakyushu International Association is full of young people, and has a
very cheerful atmosphere. Unfortunately, | have a fear of flying and boats, so
leave the foreign travel to others! My hobby is Kendo, and my favourite
celebrity is the singer and actress Hiroko Yakushimaru2 AAAT 61 U )
really interested in Japanese history. My first grandchild is due to be born
OiTTh xEAE )81 OAAITITU 11T EETC A O
| hope to see you at the KIA some time!
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Fireflies in Kitakyushu

In the first week of June each year, the citizens of Kitakyuslgun cooperation with city workers z carry out a y
firefly survey across the seventy or so rivers located in the city. What is special about the fireflies in Kitakyushu
is that thanks to the efforts of local citizens, people can enjoy the sight of fireflies not only in the rivers of the cit
suburbs, where the nature has been largely undisturbed, but also in the rivers that flow through busier parts of
the city. Who knows, there may be fireflies living in the rivers of your local neighbourhood.

The most commonlyfound firefly in Kitakyushu is the® AT E E AIL@idladdD&iatafirefly, which is a type *

of Japanese aquatic firefly. * *

The time of year for seeing fireflies can differ from year to year, but in general they can be seen between the
middle of May and end of June. If you wish to go looking for fireflies, please bear the following in mind.

At what time in the day are fireflies most active?

*APAT AOA [ eYe)

means between 8pm and 9pm. *

Please avoid stepping into grassy areas while looking for fireflies.* *

The areas surrounding the river are likely to be very dark, and grassy areas may be home to dangerous snakeg
and other wildlife, so please think twice before stepping foot in these places.

Torches and car lights will interfere with the activity of the fireflies.

Fireflies use their glow to communicate with each other. If bright lights are shined upon them, fireflies will

stop glowing, so please avoid shining torches and car lights in their direction.

01l AAGA AT 1860 AOOAI PO Oi OAEA /EE(‘)A/EI‘%A(’) Eiil A xEOE
By drinking water, such as the dew from leaves, adult fireflies can only expect to live for around one week. A
number of volunteer groups and elementary schools are making efforts to look after the fireflies living in the
local rivers, so in order to make sure there are plenty more fireflies again next year, please refrain from taking
them home with you.

The main firefly areas in Kitakyushu * *

Moji ward z1 Okawa River

Kokurakita ward z W Ogumanogawa Rivern Enmeijigawa River

Kokuraminami ward z Il ldeuragawa Riverl Oumagawa River" Murasakigawa River,
" Yamaderagawa River, Yoshidagawa Rivera Nukigawa River *

Wakamatsu wardz £ Haradagawa River

Yahatahigashi wardz @ Tashirogawa Riverg Tsukidagawa River

Yahatanishi wardz ¢ Kurokawa River,0 Warikogawa River

Tobata wardz ® Tenraijigawa River

Firefly Viewing Spots in Kitakyushu w7 =)
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Flea Markets

June 2010
When Where Enquiries
6th (Sun)
9:00~17:00 Green Park, Wakamatdw ]
13th in event of rain Tel: 093741-5545
13th (Sun) . .
10:00 ~ 15:00 RKB Housing Park, Kokurakita Ward Tel: 0927527761
13th (Sun) Chuo Greenery Park (next to the Kitakyust 5
10:00~15:00 Municipal All-purpose Gymnasium)
20th in event of rain Yahatahigashi Ward, Tel Fax 093651-9245
19th (Sat) Best Denki Yahata main store
10:00~16:00 Event square Tel 090-28589855
20th (Sun) .
10:00 ~ 16:00 (cancelled| MOl Akarenga Place 093 372- 0962
20th (Sun) Nakagawa Street Multi Purpose Hall Totoro
10:00~15:00 (in front of Route In Hotel, Wakamatsu

Cancelled in event of rain

Station East)

Tel: 09050893815

Asian Import Mart (AIM) 2nd floor o s WM< ot =K
20th (Sun) Galleria Square Tel: 0935123190
27th (Sun) . . 0
10:00 ~ 15:00 Mojiko Station, Retro Square Tel: 0933312205
July 2010
When Where Enquiries
11th (Sun)

10:00 ~ 15:00

RKB Housing Park, Kokurakita Ward

Tel: 0927527761

4th (Sun)

9:00~17:00 Green Park, Wakamatsw )

11th in event of rain Tel: 093741-5545
11th (Sun) Chuo Greenery Park (next to the Kitakyus 5

10:00~15:00 Municipal All-purpose Gymnasium)

18th in event of rain Yahatahigashi Ward, Tel Fax 093651-9245
17th (Sat) Best Denki Yahata main store

10:00~16:00 Event square Tel 090-28589855
24th (Sat) Nakagawa Street Multi Purpose Hall Totoro
10:00 ~ 15:00 (in front of Route In Hotel, Wakamatsu

Cancelled in event of rain

Station East)

Tel: 09650893815 Fax:

August 2010

To be updated when dates decided




YrGetting therel
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Flea Market Travel Details

1 RKB Housing Park: Three minutes walk north from JR Nisbkura station. Next to the Sumikkusu Golf Cent
W Chuo Greenery Park: Take the Nishitetsu No. 1 bus, and get off at the Sanjo bus stop, near to the Spina
supermarket.

NBest Denki Yahata Main Store: Ta kl® mihuteevalkfromatheme. t @
I Nakagawa Street Multi Purpose Hall: A short walk from JR Wakamatsu station, near to thénRdwdtel.

I Kitakyushu Media Dome: Take the Monorail from Kokura station to Kawaraguchi Mihagino station.

1 Katsuyama Park: Ten minute walk from JR Ni&lokura station. Walk past Riverwalk and Kokura Castle.
Mojiko Station, Retro Square: Take the train to JR Mojiko station.

Green Park, Wakamatdw: Take the No. 40 city bus from JR Futajima station to Green Park.

A Moji Akarenga Place: Two minute walk from JR Moji station.

£ Asian Import Mart Building (AIM Building): Five minute walk from the North exit of Kokura station.

-

n

Main Festivals

@ Kokura Gion Taiko: Around the Kokura station area.

B Tobata Gion: Beside Tobata Ward Office, ten minutes walk from Tobata station.

¢ Kurosaki Gion: Around the Kurosaki Fureddori street area outside JR Kurosaki station
D Wakamatsu Minato Festival: Area by JR Wakamatsu station

P Wasshoi Hyakuman Festival: Sae

E Kanmon Kaikyo Fireworks: Across the Kanmon Straits near Mojiko station

re.
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FREE CONSULTATION FOR FOREIGNERS
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Consultation Service for Foreigners

Here we help to solve any problems or worries that foreign resident
have with life in Japan, or that Japanese people may be having in 1
to foreign citizens, by providing important information and links to
specific organizations. Consultations are available in both Yahata g
Kokur a,
to visit, and be assured that your privacy will be respected.

Legal Counseling

are free of charge, an

Yahata

Kitakyushu International

Association

Consultation times: 09:3@15:00
Languages of consultation:
English: Tuesday & Wednesday
Chinese: Thursday & Friday
Korean: Wednesday

Tagalog: Tuesday & Wednesday
Japanese: TuesdayFriday
Telephone number: 09871-2606
E-mail address:
helpdesk@kitagkoryu.jp

is required).
Kokura < )
Kokura Information Office
Consultation times: 10:0&17:30
Languages of consultation:
English: Thursday & Friday
Chinese: Wednesday

Korean: Tuesday & Friday
Tagalog: Thursday & Friday
Japanese: TuesdayFriday
Telephone number: 09351-0055

Address and directions at bottom of page. Closed on national
holidays and during the New Year Period. For more information,
please take a look at Foreigner Support Services at the KIA on thg

KIA homepage

U Free Consultation- Specialist

Psychological Counseling
(9:30 to 12:30 every 4th Saturday)- Jun 26th, Jul 24th, Aug 28th
A clinical psychologist will offer counseling for people having

difficulties with relationships, cultural differences, and mental-well
being (reservations are required).

(13:30 to 16:30 every 4th Saturday) Jun 26th, Jul 24th, Aug 28th
A counselor from the Kitakyushu Branch of the Fukuoka
Association will help you with all kinds of legal problems (reservafion

Consultation Concerning Immigration Procedures

(13:00 to 16:00 every 3rd Sundayj Jun 20th, Jul 18th, Aug 15th
Administrative specialists will offer advice on procedures such as
changing of visa status, extension of stay, and other issues (resefvation
is only required if you need an interpreter).

%I’

NIHONGO HIROBA

1 After SchoolNihongo Hiroba
After-school classes at Kokura Information for foreign children and parents who wish to study Japanese and work on theikcoyrsew
W Waku Waku-Nihongo Hiroba

A series of exchange events and trips for foreign familig@stil now we have had parties, barbeques, and much more.
Il Next Event: Spring River Stroll and Barbeque - Sunday June 27th- For more details, please check the website !!!

N Summer Holiday Nihongo Hiroba
A chance to study Japanese and work on coursework in a fun environment, during the school summer holidays. To be heald af Koku
Information from August 912 (scheduled). These classes are free of charge.

a 7+,6 <($5716 :%$.8:3$NBHONGOHIROBA EVENTS~ 1 Events for foreign residents and international families

"AUe» 01

PLEASENOTE!Y The participation fees and capacity depend on gach event. Y| DPetail
Yy Please be aware that admission for each event will be losed once all [tlhe pl a
For more information about times and places, please coktgatio @kitaekoryu.jp or 093662-0055
. %g,g, A, all K] X ‘l:> ) ™ \
2 ‘ |
Getting to the KIA Kitakyushu Infernational Association, (Yahata)
S WM 1o @ " 91 oW U Tokwoods  grea
>, 5L Tokolra
Kitakyushu International Association 15«’5’;,%% St > < ==
s e
1 8050062 3 Ri% ;
0006 1o P10 Q71 Gl hm;\;\ﬂ D -
o) i 11 Wakdrs trianHal < Yohatalbrary
T e =
(International Village Center 3F;11, /
Hirano,Yahatahigastkiu , Intemational Mlazs Contor 3F
Tel: 093662—00559 Fax): 093%562-6622 Kitakyushu International Associafion
0" 0. 0.
/ Open Hours To Chuo-mashi
o PRI R ~ &
| Tuesday to Sunday B o

. Closed _
Mondays & Yeaend/New Year
Email: kia@kitagkoryu.jp

'12/29 1/3)/

Qf a Lo@wpF=sL
(Kokura Information Desk)

Q9 e e Q1 QI QP

West Japan
General Exhibition

West Japan General Exhibition Center

Aim Building
2nd Floor

Kokura Information

Kitakyushu
International Conference
Center

Asano £home Bus Stop

1 8020001 & 381
[ L S

8 ng a L- FA/S/ FA/S
(Asia-Pacific Import Mart 2F, 38-1, Asano,
Kokurakitaku)
0" 0, 0, o e
/ Open Hours

. Tuesday to Saturday

Al -
/ Closed I

Q HO; -

(12/29 1/3)/ Sun, Mon, PuinE Holidays & Ye@&nd/New Year

Center

Best
Denki

Rihga Hotel
Asano £home Bus Stop

North exit Kyu La Foret

Kokura Station

Kokura St. Building
Amu Plaza

Kokura Station Bus Center

Website: http://www.kitaq-koryu.jp




