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HIMAWARIHIMAWARI   
In this edition of Himawari: The International Month and 

other international events , Sports Facilities , Introduction of 
new staff at the KIA, Flea  Market Information and more 

 
Kitakyushu International Association Your Guide to Living & Travelling in Kitakyushu  

 
Autumn  
Edition  
2010  

͊Life on Earth 2010͋  

ấ A Days Japan Photo Exhibition shows pictures from 
international journalists. The exhibition deals with a wide 
variety of international topics, including environmental 
destruction, conflicts, deprivation and climatic change all over 
the world.  
Date:   Wednesday 13th~Tuesday 19th October 
Venue: Kokura Izutsuya Annex, 9th floor, Entrance free 
Inquiries: JICA Kyushu 093-671-8341 
  jicakic-de@jica.go.jp 
 
Connecting People Festival 

ấ A volunteer Festival with a bazaar, various stalls & booths.  
Date:   Sunday 17th October 10:00~16.00 
Venue: Wel-Tobata (Shioi 1-6, Tobata, Kitakyushu) 
Inquiries: Festival Committee  
  093-881-0110 
 
Traditional Japanese Concert 

ấ Biwa (Japanese lute) accompanied by a trio consisting of 
Shamisen, Koto & Bamboo flute 
Date:   Saturday 23rd October 14:00~15:30 
Venue:  Kitakyushu Seibu Women`s Community Center 
  (No-Stage) 
  Ogura 2-6-6, Yahatahigashi, Kitakyushu 
Application: Please call 093-661-1122 or just come and visit 
  (Capacity: 100) 
 
Film Showing 

ấ YŀǘȅƵ - a film by Andrzej Wajda 
A film about a mass execution in Poland ordered by the Soviet 
authorities in 1940.  
Date:  Sunday 24th October 
  11:00~13:05; 18:30~20:35 
  Monday 25th October 
  19:00~21:05 
 (please see the next column for more details ) 

Venue: Warner Mycal Cinemas Tobata  (Sunday) 
  Kokura Showakan (Monday) 
Admission:  1700Yen (Middle and high-school students   
  1300Yen) 
Inquiries: Kitakyushu Film Convention 
  (093-561-1748) 
 
Happy Halloween in Kurosaki 

ấ Halloween Parade, Trick or Treat and much more 
Date:  Sunday 31st October 
  11:00~17:00 
Venue: Kurosaki Cams Shopping Street 
Inquiries: Kurosaki Bazaar Planning Committee 
  093-621-6911 info@kurosaki-navi.com 
 
Global Stage - International Understanding Event 

ấ An impressive projection about conflicts and areas of 
starvation in the world, accompanied with music and talks.  
Fair Trade Products will also be promoted.  
Date:  Sunday 31st October 
  13:30~16:00 
Venue: Kyushu Kyoritsu University (Shinkoukan Room  
  S132) 
Admission:  1000Yen 
Inquiries: 090-9857-9871 (Friends of the Earth Club),   
  sunser10303@yahoo.co.jp 
 

 
 

 

On top of these, there are many other events going on across 
October!  
For more information, pay a visit to the KIA or of course feel 
free to contact us any time: 
Kitakyushu International Association 
TEL: 093-662-0055    FAX: 093-662-6622 
E-mail: kia@kitaq-koryu.jp 
URL: http://www.kitaq-koryu.jp/en_new 
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K i t a k y u s h u  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

A u t u m n  F e s t i v a l  

Enquiries to:  
Kitakyushu International Association  
Tel: 093-662-0055 
In the event of rain, please check the 
Kitakyushu International Association 
homepage for any information 
regarding cancellation.  
http://www.kitaq -koryu.jp/en_new  
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We would like to invite you to this yearôs Male Exchange Students` Tea 

Ceremony.  
Please come and join us for a very true Japanese experience, with 

delicious  Matcha  tea  and  traditional  Japanese  sweets.  The  tea 
ceremony will be held by foreign students from the Kitakyushu Science 
and Research Park.  

DATE  & T IME : October 23rd and 24th

(Saturday and Sunday)   
10:00 ~ 16:00 (registration until 15:00)  

 
VENUE : Ashiyakama no sato  

(Oazayamaga 1558 -3, Ashiyamachi, Ongagun)  

ADMISSION :  There will be two tea ceremony rooms;  

   one will be ͆Washitsu ͇, where customers sit on the tatami floor, and the 

   other will be ͆Ryuurei ͇, where customers are seated on chairs.  

 I N ADVANCE:  

   One sitting   ï  600yen   (͆Washitsu ͇ or ͆Ryuurei ͇)  

   Two sittings   ï  1000yen  (͆Washitsu ͇ and ͆Ryuurei ͇)  

 ON THE DAY:  

   One sitting   ï  700yen   (͆Washitsu ͇ or ͆Ryuurei ͇)  

   Two sittings   ï  1300yen  (͆Washitsu ͇ and ͆Ryuurei ͇)  

PURCHASING  TICKETS  AND INQUIRIES :  

Ashiyakama no sato  
(only sale for cash, 093 -223 -5881)  

or   
NPO FORSNET 
093 -695 -3715  

E-mail: forsnet_hot_space@yahoo.co.jp  
Payment via bank transfer:  

Post office 17450 58499501  

Please feel free to contact the NPO FORSNET 

any time, if you are interested in further details, 

for example concerning the detailed schedule or 

the shuttle bus service provided.  

mailto:forsnet_hot_space@yahoo.co.jp
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Venue Sports facilities  Usage fee Opening hours  Address Getting there  

West Tobata 
Gymnasium  

Volleyball, 
Basketball, 
Badminton, Table 
Tennis 

1-15 
Minamitorihatamachi, 
Tobata-ku, Kitakyushu 
804-0074 
Tel: 093-882-4145 

9am - 9pm 

General: 260yen 
High-school 
student: 130yen 
Elementary/
Junior-high: 
80yen 
One person - 2hrs 

5 minutes 
walk from 
Tobata station 

Mihagino 
Gymnasium  

Volleyball, 
Basketball, 
Badminton, Table 
Tennis 

3-3-1 Mihagino, 
Kokurakita-ku, 
Kitakyushu 
802-0065 
Tel: 093-921-2761 

9am - 9pm 

General: 260yen 
High-school 
student: 130yen 
Elementary/
Junior-high: 
80yen 
One person - 2hrs 

10 minutes 
walk from the 
Monorail 
Katano 
station 

Moji 
Gymnasium  

Volleyball, 
Basketball, 
Badminton, Table 
Tennis 
 

1-20-1 Takada, Moji-ku, 
Kitakyushu 
800-0031 
Tel: 093-381-6445 

9am - 9pm 

General: 260yen 
High-school 
student: 130yen 
Elementary/
Junior-high: 
80yen 
One person - 2hrs 

10 minutes 
walk from 
Moji station 

Momozono 
Public 

Swimming 
Pool 

(indoor)  

50m (7 lanes) 

3-1-3 Momozono, 
Yahatahigashi-ku, 
Kitakyushu 
805-0068 

Nov - April:  
1pm - 8pm 
July - Aug: 
9am - 8pm 
May, Jun, Sep, 
Oct: 1pm-8pm 
(wkday), 9am-
8pm (wkend) 

General: 260yen 
High-school 
student: 200yen 
Elementary/
Junior-high: 
100yen 
One person - 2hrs 

Take the 40, 
42 or 98 bus 
from Kurosaki 
station, 
getting off at 
Momozono-
Kyujo-mae 

Orio Sports 
Center 

Volleyball, 
Basketball, 
Badminton, Table 
Tennis, Multi-
purpose Hall, 
Training Room, 
Heated Pool 

3-9-1 Oura, Yahatanishi-
ku, Kitakyushu 
807-0874 
Tel: 093-691-0812 

9am - 9pm 

General: 260yen 
High-school 
student: 130yen 
Elementary/
Junior-high: 
80yen 
One person - 2hrs 

Take the city 
bus from Orio 
station, 
getting off at 
Sangyo-ika-
daigaku-mae 

Wakamatsu 
Gymnasium  

Volleyball, 
Basketball, 
Badminton, Table 
Tennis, Multi-
purpose Hall, 
Training Room, 
Heated Pool 

1-1-1 Furumae, 
Wakamatsu-ku, 
Kitakyushu 
808-0062 
Tel: 093-761-1983 

9am - 9pm 

General: 260yen 
High-school 
student: 130yen 
Elementary/
Junior-high: 
80yen 
One person - 2hrs 

Take the bus 
from 
Wakamatsu 
station, 
getting off at 
Wakamatsu-
taiikukan-mae 

With the hot summer almost over, we are now heading into the cooler and more comfortable autumn 
season. In Japan, the autumn period is associated with sport ς Health and Sports day is in mid-October ς so 
in this edition of Himawari, we plan to introduce you to some of the best city-run sports facilities in the 
area, so you can get moving and get in shape!  
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Venue 
Sports 

facilities  
Usage fee Opening Hours  

Getting 
there  

Address 

Momozono 
Tennis Courts  

8 Astroturf 
courts 

3 Clay courts 
2 Wall courts 

Weekdays:  
one court,  
two hoursɀ 
1,000yen 

April ɀ November: 
8am-9pm 

December-March: 
8am-6pm 

Until sundown 

Take the 40, 
42 or 98 bus 
from 
Kurosaki 
station, 
getting off at 
Momozono-
Kyujo-mae 

3-1 Momozono, 
Yahatahigashi-ku, 

Kitakyushu 
805-0068 

Tel: 093-671-3503 

Mihagino 
Tennis Courts  

12 Astroturf 
courts 

Floodlighting 

Weekdays:  
one court,  

two hoursɂ
1680yen 

 

March-December: 
9am-9pm 

January-February: 
9am-6pm 

10 minutes 
walk from the 
Monorail 
Katano 
station 

3-3-2 Mihagino, Kokurakita
-ku, Kitakyushu 

802-0065 
Tel: 093-951-3950 

Venue 
Sports 

facilities  
Address Opening Hours  Usage fee 

Getting 
there  

Kitakyushu 
General 

Gymnasium  

Hall/Arena I  
Volleyball, 
Basketball, 
Badminton, 
Table Tennis 

Hall/Arena II  
 Volleyball, 
Basketball, 
Badminton, 
Table Tennis 
Hall/Arena 

III  
Aerobics, 
Yoga, Jazz 

Dance 

4-1 Hachiojimachi, 
Yahatahigashi-ku, 

Kitakyushu 
805-0011 

Tel: 093-652-4001 
FAX 093-652-4005 

9am - 9pm 

General: 
260yen 

High-school 
student: 
130yen 

Elementary/
Junior-high: 

80yen 
One person - 

2hrs 

Take the bus 
to the 

Sougoutaiiku
kan-mae bus 

stop 
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For this edition of Himawari, we have interviewed some of the current staff working at the KIA. 
Please feel free to say hello when you see them! 

  
 

 

 

Hi there, my name is Kazue Sasaki, nice to meet you!! 

Hey, I`m Miho Saito. Nice to meet you! 

Hi everyone. My name is Sam Evans, and I have been working as a Coordinator 
for International Relations at the Kitakyushu International Association. At the 
time of writing this, I am sadly entering my final month at the K.IA. 
I came here in 2007 after graduating from Leeds University, and have worked 
at the KIA for three years doing translating, organizing events, making 
speeches  and working in other activities to promote international exchange in 
the area. It has been an extremely enjoyable and rewarding time for me, and I 
leave with many wonderful memories and having met many fascinating people 
ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÁÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅȟ ÂÕÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÎË 
you to everyone who I have met here and around Kitakyushu - I hope to see 
you all again sometime, whether it be in Kitakyushu or somewhere else in the 
world!  
Thanks again, and best wishes! Sam  

What were you doing before you started working at the KIA? After I graduated I taught Japanese at a 
language school in the area, and after that I went to Paraguay as a Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer. 
After returning to Japan I worked at a private company, but then chose to return to being a Japanese 
language teacher, which brought me here!  
What are your likes? I love dogs ɀ cross breeds and the Japanese Shiba breed. I also love Daikon-mochi 
(radish rice cakes)  
What have you been enjoying recently? )ȭÖÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÂÁÓÉÌ ÏÎ ÍÙ ÖÅÒÁÎÄÁ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÓÐÒÏÕÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÁÙȦ Ȣ 
I have to remember to water them every day now!  

Where were you working before the KIA? Before coming to the KIA I worked at a Japanese travel agency in 
Bangkok, Thailand for three years, and before that I worked as a teacher at a Japanese language school in 
Bangkok for a year.  
What are your interests? I am really interested in travelling, photography and art museums. My dream is 
ÔÏ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÍÕÓÅÕÍÓ ÉÎ %ÕÒÏÐÅȢ )ȭÍ Á ÂÉÇ ÆÁÎ ÏÆ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ #ÁÐÁ ÔÈÅ (ÕÎÇÁÒÉÁÎ 

photographer and photojournalist). I think his photographs are fantastic.  
What are you hooked on recently? )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÒÁÚÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÁÍÅÒÁÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ) ×ÁÓ ÙÏÕÎÇȢ  
Tell us something interesting that happened to you recently. 7ÈÅÎ ) ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÍÙ ÃÁÔȭÓ ÎÁÍÅȟ ÉÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅȦ  

First, here are Sasaki-san and Saito-san, who are in charge of setting up volunteer-run Japanese language classes across Kitakyushu. In addition to 
ÔÈÉÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȭ.ÉÈÏÎÇÏ-ÔÓÕÕÓÈÉÎȭ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÏÆ ÏÒganizing the 
various study materials used for these classes. 
Before this, they both worked as Japanese language teachers. Please feel free to say hello when you see them!  

And finally...The CIR at the KIA, Sam Evans from England, will unfortunately be leaving us in July 2010. Please read his bye-bye message here: 

 

ȣ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× #)2 ÁÔ ÔÈÅ +)!ȡ "ÅÎÊÁÍÉÎ $ÁÅÕ×ÅÌ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙȢ  

Ȱ'ÕÔÅÎ 4ÁÇȦȱ -Ù ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ "ÅÎÊÁÍÉÎ $ÁÅÕ×ÅÌȟ ) ÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙ ÁÎÄ ) 
started working for the KIA in August 2010. I graduated from Heidelberg 
University recently and studied as an exchange student at Seikei-
University in Tokyo in 2007. Unfortunately I never had the chance to 
come to Kyushu before, so this is my first time here. Although it is very 
hard for me to bear the hot and humid summer, I can already definitely 
say that Kitakyushu is a nice place to live and that KIA is a nice place to 
work for. Of course I still have to get used to some new things, but I will 
ÄÏ ÍÙ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  
Please feel free to come to the KIA and say hello to me if you want! 
 
I`m really looking forward to the experiences I can make here and I 
would be very glad to meet you soon. 
Benjamin  


