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Recycle shop info, Japanese classes, Local Events,  

Lifestyle information, Flea Markets and more. 
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O-Hanami - Cherry Blossom Viewing  
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Japanese calendar which usually falls around the end of March/start of April. Hanami can 
involve just a relaxed walk through the park, but traditionally people like to have picnic-
style parties under the blossoming trees. Many areas become very crowded at this time, so 
it is recommended that you try to reserve a spot in advance, usually by spreading picnic 
sheets in your desired spot, and then writing your name and details, or simply by sitting 
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Shiranoe Botanical Gardens  
Boasting a fantastic variety of trees and 
flowers, including a 450 year -old Satozakura 
tree, which is a prefectural designated 
treasure.  
Where: 2 Shiranoe, Moji-ku, Kitakyushu 
Blooming times: Late February ɀ Late April 
Access: Take the train to Mojiko station, and 
then take the number 41 bus heading for 
Ȭ3ÈÉÒÁÎÏÅȭȟ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÆÆ ÁÔ Ȭ3ÈÉÒÁÎÏÅ ς-Chome, or 
Ȭ3ÈÏËÕÂÕÔÓÕ-Koen-)ÒÉÇÕÃÈÉȭ. 
Facilities: Open 09:00-17:00, and has charged 
parking, toilets and a store. 

Showa Ike Koen 
A beautiful park with sakura trees encircling 
Showa Lake. 
Where: Oaza Kusami, Kokura-minami,  
Kitakyushu 
Blooming times: Late March ɀ Early April 
Access: Take the Nishitetsu bus from JR Kokura 
station in the direction of Showa Ike Iriguchi, 
getting off at the bus stop of the same name. It is 
a fifteen minute walk from here. 
Facilities: Has parking and toilets, but no places 
to purchase food or drinks so take your own! 
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Abeyama Park  
A popular area with  
sakura trees spreading 
across the skirts of the 
nearby mountains.  
Where: Abeyama,  
Kokuraminami-ku, Kitakyushu 
Blooming times: Late March - 
Early April 
Access: Take the JR Nippo 
mainline, getting off at Abeyama 
Koen station. 
Facilities: Has parking and toilets, 
but no store. 
 

 
Mekari Park  
This park up in the hills offers great 
views of the Kanmon Bridge and the  
Mojiko Retro Area.  
Where: Oaza Moji, Moji-ku,  
Kitakyushu 
Blooming times: Late March ɀ Early 
April  
Access: From JR Mojiko station, take 
the Nishitetsu bus heading for Mekari, 
getting off at Mekari Koen-mae. 
Facilities: Has parking, toilets and a 
store. 

 
Katsuyama Park  
(Kokura Castle)  
A great spot in the heart of 
Kokura, with fantastic views 
of Kokura castle and the 
surrounding gardens.  
Where: 2-1 Jonai, 
Kokurakita-ku, Kitakyushu 
Blooming times: Late March ɀ 
Early April 
Access: A ten-minute walk 
from JR Nishi-Kokura station. 
Facilities: Has parking, toilets 
and stores. 
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