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H I M A W A R IH I M A W A R I  
In this monthôs Himawari: Christmas and New Year Illuminations, 

Outdoor and Indoor Winter Sports, Setsubun,  Keeping Warm this 

Winter, Event updates, Tax Return Info, Flea Market Info 
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Winter 

edition 

 
Kokura illuminations: http://murasakigawa.jp/illumi/ 
When: Friday 7th November 2008 ð Monday 12th Janu-
ary 2009 
Lighting times: 17:00 ð 23:00 
Number of bulbs: 1,000,000 
Area: Across the Kokurakita area, including: 
Kokura Station area ð AIM (Asian Import  Mart) 
Building, AMU Plaza, Station Hotel Kokura, Kokura 
Colet, Kokura Station North/South exits, Uomachi 
and other areas. 
Murasaki River area - Izutsuya Crossroad,  
Riverwalk, Hotel Crown Palace Kokura, Katsuyama 
Park and other areas.  
 

Details: 
 Katsuyama Park: A 20 foot Christmas tree and manyר
handmade illuminations 
:Riverwalkש  Boasts Kitakyushuõs largest illumina-
tions with 350,000 bulbs, and a 12metre pine tree.  
 Murasaki River/Ougai Bridge: The famous òtunnel ofת
lightó found on the Ougai bridge is a must see. 
 Kokura Izutsuya Crossroad: This area has threeװ
themes; love, light and prayer. These illuminations 
stretch 40metres across and 20metres high, and are 
possibly the most impressive in the area. Also popu-
lar is the òloversõ belló, where couples can hold hands 
and ring two bells, creating a flashing light. Awwé 

 Hotel Crown Palace Kokura: A number of illuminations along the Murasaki riverfront, including Santaױ
and his reindeers! 
  Uomachi and Kokura Station Shopping Centres: òStardustó illuminations in Japanõs first ever shoppingײ
arcade.  
 

Christmas and New Year  
in Kitakyushu 

http://murasakigawa.jp/illumi/
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 AMU Plaza Kokura: A number of new illuminations׳
around the AMU Plaza shopping area, giving Kokura Sta-
tion a warm Christmassy feel.  
 
 JR Kokura Station South Exit: Here you are warmly״
greeted by òClioneó, the ice angel, and from here you can 
enjoy the ice-themed decorations. 
 
ᴀColet Izutsuya/Iõm Shopping Centre: A forest theme, 
along with a Japanese style harmony of Christmas lights. 
 
 

ᴁAIM (Asian Import Mart): Christmas lights and deco-
rations with an ôorientalõ feel. Visit here for a warm and 
fuzzy fairytale atmosphere. 
 
ᴂCha-cha Town Kokura: A multicoloured mirror ball 
and a Christmas tree illuminated by LED lights. 
 
 
*For a better idea of where all these illuminations 
are located, please check out the map of Kokura 
below. 
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