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Kitakyushu  International Association Your Guide to Living & Traveling in Kitakyushu  

In this edition: Summer Festivals in Kitakyushu  +  Beaches, Campsites and Barbeques  +   

Japanese Language Class Information  +  Flea Market  +  Free Consultation Advice   

Summer 

edition 

Kitakyushu boasts a wide variety of festivals and fireworks displays over the summer 

ƬƮƭƳƧƲūşƲƮşƶƤɥƵƤşƯƴƳşƳƮƦƤƳƧƤƱşƠşƦƴƨƣƤşƮƥşƲƮƬƤşƮƥşƳƧƤşƮƭƤƲşƭƮƳşƳƮşƬƨƲƲŠşƊƨƢƪƨƭƦşƮƥƥşƳƧƤş

main events is the Kokura Gion, followed shortly by the Tobata Gion at the end of July. 

You can then look forward to the famous Wasshoi Hyakuman at the start of August, and 

the following week enjoy the Moji -ƒƧƨƬƮƭƮƲƤƪƨşɤƊƠƨƪƸƮɥşƥƨƱƤƶƮƱƪƲşƣƨƲƯƫƠƸŭ 

Kokura Gion Taiko ï 18th-20th July 

The Kokura Gion is a festival where around 100 floats (known as 

ƣƠƲƧƨŨşƶƨƳƧşɤƳƠƨƪƮɥşƣƱƴƬƲşƬƠƪƤşƳƧƤƨƱşƶƠƸşƳƧƱƮƴƦƧşƊƮƪƴƱƠŭşƓƧƤşƬƠƨƭş

attractions include the parade past Kokura castle and the taiko drum 

contest. 

Where: Across the Kokura-kita area 

Tobata Gion Oyamagasa ï 25th-27th July 

The Tobata Gion boasts some of the most impressive floats of the Gion festi-

vals in Kitakyushu. These floats are made up of up to 309 lanterns and with a 

height of around 10 metres. In total there are eight floats, one carried by 

adults and one by children each representing one of the four areas of Tobata.  

Where: Across the Tobata area 

Wasshoi Hyakuman Summer Festival ï 2nd-3rd August 

The Wasshoi Hyakuman festival in Kitakyushu is the largest in the city 

and celebrates the unification of the five cities; Moji, Kokura, Tobata, 

Yahata and Wakamatsu, that came together to form Kitakyushu city in 

ŰŸŵŵŭşƇƨƦƧƫƨƦƧƳƲşƨƭƢƫƴƣƤşƳƧƤşɤƖƠƲƲƧƮƨɥşƣƠƭƢƤūşƨƭƵƮƫƵƨƭƦşƠƱƮƴƭƣşŰůūůůůş

people, and a fireworks display on the Sunday. 

Where: Kokura-kita area 

Kaikyo (Straits) Fireworks Festival, 13th August 

This fireworks display is one of the biggest in the region, and takes 

place over the Kanmon straits which separate Moji (Kyushu) and Shimo-

noseki (Honshu). The fireworks displays take place in both cities, at the 

same time, making for an extremely impressive spectacle. 

Where: Near to Mojiko station  
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July 
 

Chikuzen Koyanose Gion Shukubasai  

When: Sat 12th ï Sun 13th, 18.00 - 21.00 

Where: Suga shrine, Yahata-nishi ku 

Getting there: Five minutes walk from Koyanose station on the Chikuho electric railroad.  

 

Futajima Gion 

When: Sat 12th ï Sun 13th 

Where: Wakamatsu-ku, Futajima area 

Getting there: Take the JR Wakamatsu line, getting off at Futajima station.  

 

Takenami Gion  

When: Sat 12th ï Sun 13th 

12th, 8pm: From Suga shrine to Takenami Community Center 

13th, 4pm: From Takenami Community Center to Suga shrine 

Where: Wakamatsu-ku, Oaza Takenami 

Getting there: Take the city bus, getting off at Haraigawa bus 

stop. 

 

Maeda Gion Yamagasa 

When: Sat 19th ï Mon 21st 

Where: Nakajuku Hachimangu, Yahata-higashi 

Getting there: Take Nishitetsu bus to Momozono-kyuujou bus stop, or Maeda bus stop.  

 

Hiraodai Tourist Festival 

When: Sat 26th, 3pm-8.30pm 

Where: Hiraodai Countryside Park area 

Getting there: Take the JR Hitahikosan line, getting off at Ishiharamachi station. It is then 

a 15 minute taxi ride away.  

Other festivals and events across July, August and September  

 

7₲Ε͢ β 
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August 
 

Komonji-yaki 

When: Wed 13th 

Where: Kokura-kita ku, Komonjisan and Kokura Castle 

Getting there: Take the JR Kagoshima line to Nishi-kokura station, it is a five minute walk from there.  

 

Tenraiji Bon dance 

When: Mid to late August (13 th, 16 th, 17 th, 20 th, 24 th) 

Where: Tobata-ku, Tenraiji area  

Getting there: A short walk from Tobata station on the Kagoshima mainline.  

 

Nobu Bon dance 

When: Wed 13th ï Thu 14 th (6pm onwards) 

Where: Yahatanishi-ku, Nagaizumi temple and the Nobu area, Nobu 1-chome 

Getting there: A 15 minute walk from the Midori -oka bus stop. 

 

Ainoshima Bon dance 

When: Thu 14th ï Fri 15 th, Sun 24th 

Where: Kokurakita-ku, Oaza Ainoshima, Ainoshima Tosenba 

Getting there: ƓƠƪƤşƳƧƤşɦƊƮƪƴƱƠşƌƠƱƴɧşƥƤƱƱƸşƥƱƮƬşƊƮƪƴƱƠşƖƧƠƱƥşŧƭƤƠƱşƳƧƤşƀƈƌşơƴƨƫƣƨƭƦŨŭ 

 

Noiki O-bon dance  

When: Sat 16th 

Where: Kokura-minami ku, Osayukinishi 2-chome Park 

Getting there: Take the monorail to Tokuriki -arashiyamaguchi station. It is then a 10 minute drive.  

 

Waita Gion 

When: Sat 16th ï Sun 17th 

Where: Wakamatsu-ku, Waita fishing port area/Oaza An -ya 

Getting there: Take city bus to Wakita bus stop.  

 

Maeda O-bon dance 

When: Sun 24th 

Where: Yahata-higashi ku, Gion 2-4-23, Maeda temple 

Getting there: Take the Nishitetsu bus to Gion 2 -Chome bus stop. 

September 
 

Yumeni Festival 

When: Sat 6th ï Sun 7th 

Where: Yahata-higashi ku, Suwa 1-chome Park (Yahata-higashi ku, Suwa 1-1) 

Getting there: Take the Nishitetsu bus to Sannou bus stop.  

 

Oumakagura 

When: Mon 15th 

Where: Kokuraminami-ku, Teneki Shrine 

Getting there: Take the Nishitetsu bus, getting off at Shimo -ouma bus stop. It is a five minute walk from 

here. 

̒₲Ε͢ β 
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Beaches 
 

Iwaya Sea Baths  (Kitakyushu City, Wakamatsu-ku, Arige) 

Along the coast on the most western tip of Kitakyushu city, there is a long 

white sand beach that stretches to the mouth of Ongagawa (Onga River). 

Windsurfing and surfing are also popular in this area.  

Season: Early July till late August.  

Access: Take the train to JR Orio station then change to Kitakyushu City 

ƁƴƲşƧƤƠƣƨƭƦşƥƮƱşɦƈƶƠƸƠɧŭşƓƧƤşơƤƠƢƧşƨƲşŴƬƨƭƲşƶƠƫƪşƥƱƮƬşƳƧƤşƥƨƭƠƫşơƴƲşƲƳƮƯŭ 

 

Ashiya Sea Baths (Onga-gun, Ashiya-machi) 

Well known in the Northern Kyushu area, Ashiya beach stretches for approximately 3kms. Toilet and shower facili-

ties are available here. Lifesavers on duty also mean that patrons can swim in safety.  

Season: Early July till late August.  

ƀƢƢƤƲƲŹşƓƠƪƤşƳƧƤşƳƱƠƨƭşƳƮşƉƑşƎƱƨƮşƲƳƠƳƨƮƭşƳƧƤƭşƢƧƠƭƦƤşƳƮşƠşƊƨƳƠƪƸƴƲƧƴşƂƨƳƸşƁƴƲşƧƤƠƣƨƭƦşƥƮƱşɦƀƲƧƨƸƠɧŭşƓƧƤşơƤƠƢƧşƨƲş

ŰůƬƨƭƲşƶƠƫƪşƥƱƮƬşƳƧƤşɦƀƲƧƨƸƠƬƠƢƧƨşƘƠƪƴơƠ-ƬƠƤɧşơƴƲşƲƳƮƯŭ 

ƋƤƨƲƴƱƤşƯƮƮƫşɦƀƪƴƲƧƨƠƭɧ 

Opening times: 8th Jul ï 3rd Sep 9:30-18:30 (Pool entry closes at 18:00)  

Admission: Adult 500yen, JHS 400yen, Child 300yen 

Facilities: Waterslides and a grass relaxation area are also inside the pool area. 

 

Waita Umi Fishing Pier (Kitakyushu City, Wakamatsu-ku, Ooazaannya) 

For those who want to go for a day of fishing but do not have a 

rod or the right equipment,  we recommend trying a convenient 

ɦƅƨƲƧƨƭƦşƯƠƱƪɧūşƶƧƨƢƧşƶƨƫƫşƱƤƭƳşƸƮƴşƮƴƳşƠşƥƨƲƧƨƭƦşƱƮƣŭşƓƧƨƲşŴůůƬƳƱş

ƫƮƭƦşƯƨƤƱşƲƳƱƤƳƢƧƤƲşƳƮƶƠƱƣƲşƖƠƪƠƬƠƳƲƴɥƲşƇƨơƨƪƨƭƠƣƠşƠƭƣşƨƲşƊƸƴƲƧƴɥ

s largest facility of this type.  

Admission: Adult 1000yen, Primary/JHS 500yen 

Rental fishing rod (including bait) 500yen  

Season: Early July till early August. 

Access: Take the train to JR Futajima station then change on to the 

ƊƨƳƠƪƸƴƲƧƴşƂƨƳƸşƁƴƲşƧƤƠƣƨƭƦşƥƮƱşɦƖƠƨƳƠɧŭşƓƧƤşƯƨƤƱşƨƲşŴƬƨƭƲşƶƠƫƪş

from the final bus stop.  

 

Ai-no-shima (Kitakyushu City, Kokura Kita-ku, Ainoshima) 

ƀƨƭƮƲƧƨƬƠşƨƲşƠƭşƨƲƫƠƭƣşƨƭşƊƨƳƠƪƸƴƲƧƴşƂƨƳƸŭşƈƭşƥƠƢƳūşƨƳɥƲşƲƴƢƧşƠşƦƱƤƠƳşƯƫƠƢƤşƳƧƠƳşƯƤƮƯƫƤşƶƠƭƳşƳƮşƪƤƤƯşƨƳşƠşƲƤƢƱƤƳşƥƱƮƬş

other people! With a population of only 340, this quiet island with its peaceful scenery, and sound of lapping 

waves, is perfect for a stroll around to relax. A visit to the island feels just like a trip to Okinawa. There are not 

many shops or convenience stores so if you are planning a picnic then bringing a packed lunch! There are 3 ferries 

a day to the island. ƘƮƴşƢƠƭşƳƠƪƤşƳƧƤşɦƊƮƪƴƱƠşƌƠƱƴɧşƥƤƱƱƸşƥƱƮƬşƊƮƪƴƱƠşƖƧƠƱƥşŧƭƤƠƱşƳƧƤşƀƈƌşơƴƨƫƣƨƭƦŨşƥƮƱşƠşŲŴƬƨƭş

trip to Ai -no-shima. Adults are 400yen and children are 200yen. For more details on the ferry timetables and wharf 

ƫƮƢƠƳƨƮƭƲşƯƫƤƠƲƤşƢƮƭƳƠƢƳşƊƨƳƠƪƸƴƲƧƴşƂƨƳƸɥƲşƅƤƱƱƸşƀƢƳƨƵƨƳƨƤƲşƎƥƥƨƢƤşƮƭş093-861-0961 

Contact: 093 -681-3643 (internal line 510)  

Contact: 093 -452-2715 

ƒƮşƳƧƤşƲƴƬƬƤƱşƧƠƲşƠƱƱƨƵƤƣūşƠƭƣşƶƧƤƭşƸƮƴɥƱƤşƭƮƳşƢƮƬƯƫƠƨƭƨƭƦşƠơƮƴƳşƳƧƤşƱƠƨƭƸşƲƤƠƲƮƭūşƳƧƤş

humidity or the hefty bills from all the air conditioning, you may want to explore some of 

the best summer spots in the area. Here we have information on the best places for 

beaches, camps, and barbeques. 

Summer in Kitakyushu 

ṿ 


